
 

 

 

 
www.albertaacademicintegrity.wordpress.com 

Parallels Between the Contract Cheating Industry and Organized Crime 

The global contract cheating industry is worth billions of dollars. The industry shares characteristics with 
organized crime. This resource shows some of the parallels. 

Organized Crime Contract Cheating Industry 

Motivated by generating profit from illicit or 
illegal activities for which there is a demand 
(e.g., drugs, prostitution, etc.) 

Motivated by generating profit from illicit or illegal 
activities for which there is a demand (e.g., trading 
in academic work, unethical tutoring, etc.) 

Is a unique sub-culture of society. Is a unique sub-culture of education. 

Perpetuates itself, abetted by particular market 
and political conditions.  

Prolific growth in the industry since the 1990s, 
abetted by market and political conditions. 

Willing to use coercion against individuals to 
achieve its goals. 

Willing to blackmail and harass students to achieve 
its goals. 

Difficult to prosecute. In many jurisdictions (e.g., Canada) contract 
cheating is not currently illegal. 

Launders money through legitimate businesses. 
Illegal activities bring in the big money. 

Offers seemingly legitimate services such as 
tutoring, but also offers lucrative, illicit products 
and services that enable academic misconduct.  

Individual law enforcement officers have little 
power to act against organized crime. 

Individual educators have little power against 
contract cheating companies. 
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